NO PLACE TO GO. 
PREFACE. 


73 short years ago on May 12, 1948, The People’s Administration consisting of ten men—had 
gathered in Tel Aviv to make what was later described as “perhaps the most important decision in 
the history of the People of Palestine for 2,000 years.” 


They had to decide whether or not to declare independence two days later, when the British were 
scheduled to depart Palestine. 


There was nothing simple about the decision. 


The Yishuv’s (the pre-state Jewish community in Palestine) military leadership told David Ben-Gurion 
that the chances of the Jews surviving the expected military onslaught that was sure to follow were 
about 50%. 


Declaring independence meant running the risk that—just over three years after the second world 
war —the view was that the Jews might be slaughtered once again. 


Ben-Gurion told his colleagues that if they proceeded, they needed to be prepared for great loss of 
life. Furthermore there was the possibility of losing some of the already small territory that the UN 
had voted to give to the Jews. 


The People’s Administration voted to declare independence, but by a vote of 6-4. 


Those who voted to go for it understood that they risked being slaughtered by the thousands 
because of their decision but they also knew that such a moment might never return. 


This is the story how The Jewish state of Israel came into being. 
There was no State of Israel prior to 1948, 


It was understood that would it be another 1,000 years before the Jews had another chance at 
statehood. 


History and destiny was into their own hands. 

The possibility of a Jewish future would slip through their fingers. 

As it happened, thousands would die in the War of Independence 

Back to May 12, 1948. 

Tel Aviv was a small town of 30,000 people and there was no parliament. 

The land that would be known as Israel consisted of swamps and desert sand. 


The land was barren. 


We remember the First Temple, and we remember 586 BCE. 


We remember the Second Temple, and remember 70 CE. Jerusalem was in flames. Thousands of 
Jews had been exiled, sent into slavery and into the death camps of Europe. This is the story of a 


rebirth of a nation. 


FOREWORD 


CHAPTER ONE 


General Eisenhower issued a statement at the end of World War 11 that the Jewish refugees in the 
Displacement Camps would have to go back to their country of origin. These European Jews had no 
country to return to, their families had been slaughtered by the Nazis and their future looked bleak. 


Light at the end of the tunnel was to come from the soldiers of The Jewish Brigade fighting initially 
under the flag of Great Britain until a French general recognized their contribution to the war effort. 


This is the true story of how a handful of Jewish soldiers who were trained by the British Army rose 
to become what is today known as The Israeli Defence Forces. 


Like many others, Howard Joffe had believed that the Jews of Europe went to their deaths like mere 
lambs to the slaughter. This novel sets the record straight. 


Howard Joffe is the author of two books — With Resonant Trumpets and Engage. This is his first 
novel. 


Dov Kaye and Zvi Levy were having lunch together. Talk turned to matters of the day : May 1939 — 
Britain had succumbed to the threat that the Arab world would support Germany in the likelihood of 
a war becoming a reality. As a consequence, Britain issued The White Paper statement cancelling 
earlier promises of statehood for the Jews. Jews were denied the right to carry guns. 


Dov : “ Churchill has been persuaded by his party that we will have no role to play in the up coming 


1“ 


war with Germany other than to do guard duty. It is a bloody disgrace 


Zvi cleared his throat before voicing his Aussie opinion. “ Politics, politics .... a truly dirty business. 
There can be no other explanation for this. The British Army has units off different countries fighting 
for them — There is the South African unit as you know, the Indian unit...why not a Jewish unit ? 
Clearly this decision is to appease the Arabs and to keep the peace. Where to now ? “ he asked. 


The two men sat stunned not knowing what to think. Ben GURION had been right : the Jews of 
Europe who had left Poland, Germany and Austria and who had settled in barren Palestine to start a 
new life for themselves there - working the land in the belief that this was their second chance 
following the intolerable life at the hands of Nazi Germany. These young Palestinian Jews were 
tough and proud. 


Ben GURION and one or two others had bought land from the Arabs and built settlements for the 
European Jews. This group was known as The Jewish Agency — the holy land was their home as 
decreed by the Divine wish of our Creator. 


The drudgery of the daily training was getting to the men. They wanted action. The leadership of 
the Jewish Brigade, in touch with own political leaders like Ben Gurion, had to keep their frustrated 
men motivated. There was continual pressure at the top pestering those Brits in London to allow 
the Jewish Brigade to train and fight under the own flag. This political problem went against the 
accepted British practice of allowing soldiers from South Africa and India to have their own units 
within the British Army. The months and years rolled by. 


The years between 1939 and 1942 saw the German army push its away successfully across Europe. 
Country after country fell. 


Rommel moved closer and closer to Palestine by the end of 1942. The Jewish Brigade is still only 
performing guard duty and doing training. They are not fighting Germans. 


November 1942 : The British forces defeat Rommel at El Alamein. Stories emerge how Hitler is 
slaughtering the Jews in Europe. 


July 1943 : The Allies invade Italy. 


20 September 1944 : Churchill makes an announcement in the House of Commons in London that 
he has agreed to the formation of a Jewish Brigade who would fight under the Star of David. This 
was sensational news.....The Jewish Army of about 5500 men is getting ready to fight the Germans. 
The well-trained British Army takes charge of training the Jewish troops in the desert. These men 
are supplied with jeeps and weapons. The tide is turning for the Jews of Palestine who had arrived 
for training by the British from all sides of the globe. 


SOUTH AFRICA 
Names mentioned below have been altered to protect identities. 


Lance Corporal Abe Yankelowitz had arrived from Cape Town. He was the youngest of four brothers. 
His second eldest brother Philip (my father) did not get called up given the policy of allowing one 
family member to remain behind to help the elderly parents. Philip ran a clothing factory which 
made uniforms for the South African troops. 


Major Leslie Marks destined to be awarded medals for bravery for saving a shot colleague and 
carrying him on his back whilst under German fire. His words still resonate with me: “ not one of 
my men was killed. Hashem was watching over us...| was not a hero — | did what | had to do. ” 


POLAND 


Dov Kaye had been a POW at age 11. How he got to Wellington in South Africa is a long story. 

He went to Palestine to fight the Germans without the blink of an eye. His only regret was that the 
Germans had not tattooed a number on his arm which he had told me, he would have worn proudly 
as a badge of honour. 


Dov Kaye had not much good to say of his Polish roots. He once confided in a close friend saying 
that the Poles were in fact, far more cruel than their German counterparts..... 


AUSTRALIA 


Truck driver Zvi Levy could not wait to get into action against the Germans. He had a lot to prove to 
himself. Small of height and slim in stature, he was of the firm belief that he was born to stand tall. 
He had captained the rugby side at school and was perceived by his peers to be a leader of men. Zvi 
saw himself as a late developer and an exceedingly determined individual. 


THE EGYPTIAN JEW 


Major General Dov Sandler did not go to North Africa for training. He had been schooled in the UK. 
At the start of the war in 1939, he was in the UK busy training British paratroopers. Something of an 
authoritarian — he had derived his leadership characteristic from childhood where he had had an 
over enthusiastic and ultra strict father. Dov made it his business to assert his authority. He was 
fearless. More about this commander of the Jewish Brigade later. It is of significance to note that 
the British policy was to insist that one of “their men” take the leadership role of the newly-formed 
Jewish force. 


The men assembled at their barracks in North Africa. Most were keen to go to battle given the 
stories of the pain and suffering the Germans had inflicted on our European Jewish brothers and 
sisters and children. 


Commander Dov Sandler was known by his nick name “ cheese “ given his passion for toasted 
cheese sandwiches. The cheese had to be dripping off the toast. Some of the troops were under 
the false impression that DAVID BEN YOSEF H’LEVI (his Hebrew name) that the cheese nick name 
had come about because of his sallow colour. Dov had been born in Egypt . 


His father Joseph had been a business mogul who had made his clothing fortune in the UK prior to 
moving his family to Alexandria. The family had been on vacation in Egypt when entrepreneur 
Joseph saw the opportunity of purchasing 80 hectares of the swamp-land on the outskirts of the city. 
Joseph saw the potential to develop the land into an upmarket suburb with schools. He would build 
a shopping mall, a cinema and entertainment complex. The new suburb would contain a football 


stadium and public places of worship and parks. The new suburb was going to be named after the 
Egyptian President who declined the suggestion and named the new suburb Sandler City. 
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Dov Sandler had thus grown up ina very wealthy, privileged home. Dov was the youngest of nine 
siblings — six sisters and three sons. Joseph Sandler had wanted his son Dov to have a British 
education as he had had some years before. 


Consequently, young Dov was sent to London as a teenager. He joined the RAF at age 19 where he 
became an instructor in unarmed combat. He was a confidant individual from an early age - one 
who always stood out. Dov was not a large man. He was of average height — around 172 cm - 5 ft 8 
and a bit inches. His selection to lead the Palestinian Jewry as a British aristocrat was not difficult to 
fathom. Dov “cheese” Sandler was a leader of men. He gave instructions. Not the typical 
Palestinian Jew who had grown up as a farm — boy working the land. 


Sephardi Jew DAVID BEN YOSEF HA’LEVI insisted that the mourners praying at the Training 
Camp’s make-shift shul remove their shoes and stand in a line in front of The Ark to say THE 
KADDISH slowly and in unison. 


September 1944 with Prime Minister Winston Churchill doing an about- face in Parliament allowing 
the Palestinian Jews of The Jewish Brigade to become a British fighting force under their own flag was 
a defining moment in history. The Palestinian Jew had come of age. No more ghettos! 


The men did not see action overnight. Their extensive training continued. Commander Cheese 
Sandler had trained the best in the British Army. His own paratrooper training had given him the 
edge — he knew how to mould men and he knew how to fight. It is fair to say that the material he was 
working with in the form of these hardened Palestinian farm boys, was truly exceptional. The men 
were ready to be trained by the best to become the best. Every Palestinian soldier had the fire in the 
belly to become the very best — those stories of how their Jewish bretheren had been murdered in 
the gas chambers of Europe fuelled their desire to stand strong. The promise of a future fight against 
those German bastards was one each soldier dreamt of. That day would come. 


You are reading the formation of what would one day become the IDF. The men were getting ready 
to do battle. In hindsight, Commander Cheese Sandler was training the beginning of what would 
become arguably one of the finest fighting machines in modern history. Fast forward a mere fifty 
years to 1994 with Israel exporting security training expertise. Prior to the Covid scare of 2020, many 
cruise ships world wide employed Israeli security guards to protect passengers. In addition, the ultra 
light Israeli Uzie machine gun had made a name for itself and is being used by many armies globally. 


This author is not a war monger. Israelis want peace. Peace will come. There is little doubt that the 
world will ultimately get the message that the Jewish role of bringing a light unto the world will take 
place. This prediction is Torah-based. We are still part of the narrative. The extraordinary and 


difficult journey the Jews have and are still experiencing, has some Divine reason. | am yet to 
understand why. 


Time to pause to reflect what had been happening pre and post Chamberlain in Britain. 


Chamberlain had not been an advocate for war against Germany. He was however to declare war 
on Germany in September 1939 after the Nazi machine had invaded Poland. 


History records the following : 
e Neville Chamberlain. 


Arthur Neville Chamberlain was the Prime Minister of England. He sought a peace treaty with 
Adolph Hitler in 1938 known as the Munich Pact. He was most unpopular with his Conservative 
Party and with the British public. 


He died of bowel cancer six months after his resignation as Prime Minister on the 10 May 1940. 
Enter Winston Churchill. 

Chamberlain was born in March 1869 and died as a broken politician at age 71 in November 1940. 
Exact date of death November 9"" 1940. 

He had served as PM for 3 years from 1937 to 1940. 


He had been a farmer in charge of his family’s unsuccessful large estate which under his 
management had got into financial difficulties. 


He had also been in manufacturing. 
His name remains in the minds of many as the British politician happy to appease Hitler. 
He had been raised by his politician father, a former mayor of Birmingham. 


e =Churchill 


Churchill replaced Chamberlain as head of the conservative party to become the Prime Minister in 
1940. He was born in 1874 and died in............. 


He served two terms as Prime Minister....the second in 1951 chosen to prevent the threat of the 
USSR and communism. 


He too was the son of a wealthy politician as was Chamberlain. 
Churchill was awarded the Nobel Prize for literature (think in 1963). 


Churchill said of Dunkirk, “Wars are not won by evacuations,” but, also like Dunkirk, the sheer fact of 
survival and escape was in itself a victory. 
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Churchill was an effective leader and statesman because of his tremendous ability to inspire people; 
his unique strategic insight; his relentless passion; and his imperturbable personality. 


Churchill is best remembered for successfully leading Britain through World War Two. He 
was famous for his inspiring speeches, and for his refusal to give in, even when things were 
going badly. 


Many people consider him the greatest Briton of all time and he's almost certainly the 
most famous British prime minister. 


Historians widely attribute Churchill with being “the greatest statesman of the 20th century.” 
Churchill was an effective leader and statesman because of his tremendous ability to inspire people. 


block around below to be inserted 


SIX CHARACTERISTICS NEEDED FOR LEADERSHIP 


PEOPLE SKILLS TO COMMUNICATE WELL - writing and speaking/ making inspired speeches helps/ 
be a visible leader meeting people working in factories 


REPUTATION FOR TRUST WORTHINESS — 


PASSION AND ENERGY — Churchill did get out of bed at noon but was working all morning 
beforehand. 


VISION to see the bigger picture 


COURAGE & BRAVE - he never gave in, when France capitulated he still inspired the British despite 
the odds being against him. 


ACTION 


According to my learned friend David Hersch who is an expert on Israeli history. He 
says inter alia............ 


“The Arabs in Judea and Samaria, after the 1967 Six Day War became the KGB 
invented “Palestinians”. Between 1948 and 1967 Jordan renamed Judea and 
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Samaria the “West Bank”. On multiple occasions since 1947, the Arabs have been 
offered their own state. Every offer has been rejected since 1947 and subsequently 
after 1967 once Israel had conquered the area and Jordan abandoned its claim to it” 


The British controlled Palestine until Israel, in the years following the end of World War Il. 
Israel became an independent state in 1948 


It is perhaps appropriate to pause for a moment to have a look at the pages of history. There are 
leading character actors which we should look at to gain a sense of the drama unfolding at the time 
Israel became an independent sovereign nation. The stage is set. We hear of the likes of David Ben 
Gurion, Chaim Weitzmann.......... and ofcourse the inimitable first lady Israeli Prime Minister Golda 
Meir. 


GOLDA MEIR 1898 - 1978 


Ukrainian born Goldie Myerson — name changed to Golda Meir - became the fourth PRIME 
MINISTER of Israel in 1969 

She was 80 when she died in 1978. 

Golda had been educated as a teacher in the USA - she emigrated to the United States as a child 
with her family in 1906, and was educated in the USA.. 

After getting married, she and her husband emigrated to then Palestine in 1921, settling on 

a kibbutz. Meir first served as labour minister and foreign minister before becoming the PM. 


During World War Il Golda Meir (Hebraized from Goldie Myerson) was a forceful sookesman for 
the Zionist cause. In 1948 she signed Israel's independence declaration and was appointed 
minister to Moscow. She was elected to the Knesset (Israeli parliament) in 1949 and served in 
that body until 1974. Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion used to call Meir "the best man in the 
government"; she was often portrayed as the IRON LADY. 





In January 1948, the treasurer of the Jewish Agency was convinced that Israel would not be able 
to raise more than seven to eight million dollars from the American Jewish community. Meir 
travelled to the United States, and she raised $50,000,000, which was used to purchase arms in 
Europe for the young country. Ben-Gurion wrote that Meir's role as the "Jewish woman who got 
the money which made the state possible" would go down one day in the history books.“ 


During the wave of Jewish migration from Poland to Israel in 1958, Meir sought to prevent 
disabled and sick Polish Jews from immigrating to Israel. In a letter sent to Israel's ambassador 
in Warsaw, Kairiel Katz, she wrote: 


A proposal was raised in the coordination committee to inform the Polish government that we 
want to institute selection in aliyah, because we cannot continue accepting sick and handicapped 
people. Please give your opinion as to whether this can be explained to the Poles without hurting 
immigration." 
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Munich Olympics 


In the wake of the Munich massacre at the 1972 Summer Olympics, Meir appealed to the world 
to "save our citizens and condemn the unspeakable criminal acts committed". 


Outraged at the perceived lack of global action, she ordered the Mossad to hunt down and 
assassinate suspected leaders and operatives of Black September and the PFLP.@ 





Yom Kippur War 
Meir approved full-scale mobilizing but sided with Dayan against a pre-emptive strike, citing 
Israel's need for foreign aid. She believed that Israel could not depend on European countries to 
supply Israel with military equipment, and the only country that might come to Israel's assistance 
was the United States. Fearing that the United States would be wary of intervening if Israel were 
perceived as initiating the hostilities, Meir decided on October 6 against a pre-emptive strike. She 
made it a priority to inform Washington of her decision. U.S. Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger later confirmed Meir's assessment by stating that if Israel had launched a pre-emptive 
strike, Israel would not have received "so much as a nail". 

DAVID BEN GURION 1886 - 1973. 
Polish born BEN GURION became the first PRIME MINISTER of Israel in May 1948. 
He was 87 when he died in 1973. 


David Ben-Gurion, leader of Mapai and head of the Jewish Agency. 


CHAIM WITZMANN 1874 - 1952 
Russian born WEITZMANN became the first President of Israel in May 1948. 


He was 78 when he died in 1952. 
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October 31°, 1944 


The well-trained Jewish Brigade under command of paratrooper instructor Cheese Sandler heads of 
to Italy by ship. Accompanying them is their own blue and white flag, THE STAR OF DAVID. The flag 
was designed to be pointing everywhere in six directions — north, south, east and west and top and 


bottom. Hashem is everywhere. 
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The ship docks near Rome and they are transported in convoy through Rome by British Trucks. 
Passers- by standing in the crowded streets of Rome greeting the Jewish Allied soldiers with glee. 
The other Allied troops had invaded Italy 15 months earlier in July 1943. 


The Jewish Brigade is identified with a badge of THE STAR OF DAVID worn on the right sleeve. Right 
has a relevance in Judiasm. For example: the right shoe is placed on the foot before the left. You 
enter the house with your right foot. In prayer, when one recites The Amidah, one takes three steps 
backward before bowing and before moving 3 steps forward with the right foot. There is a reason 
why we take 3 steps back before moving forward with 3 steps — We are taught that Moses advanced 
through three stages of holiness when he ascended the mountain at Mt Sinai to receive the Ten 
Commandments from G-d. We thus take three steps forward as we approach G-d in saying this 
particular very important prayer. 


The convoy of trucks are heading north to the bottom of the hills of Rome. The Germans have 
encamped at the top of the hill. The Germans have been in retreat since March 1945. The Jewish 
Brigade had never gone into battle before. This was to be their very first fight. Proudly displayed is 
the blue and white flag of The Star of David. YEARS BEFORE IN BIBLICAL TIMES A YOUNG TEENAGE 
BOY CALLED DAVID HAD GONE INTO BATTLE AGAINST THE GIANT GOLIATH. HISTORY IS SET TO 
REPEAT. The small will overcome the large. The weak will inherit the earth. Evil will be vanquished. 


The air was filled with smoke and the sound of machine gun fire and mortars. This was the war 
zone. This was our WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY TO PUT OUR TRAINING TO THE TEST AND TO 
AVENGE THE MURDEROUS GERMAN BARBARIC SLAUGHTER OF EUROPEAN JEWERY. 


WITH THE THOUGHTS OF THE GAS CHAMBER EXTERMINATION CAMPS IN OUR MINDS, the Jewish 
soldiers were motivated and compelled to attack the enemy without fear nor favour. 


Dov Sandler knew the time had come. His men attacked in the early hours of 19" MARCH 1945 — 
the Jews moved effortlessly up the hill to the sounds of German music being played inside the 
bunkers. It was like a divine force was propelling the men forward. The Germans were no match for 
the motivated and well- trained Jewish Brigade. A brief fight took place. The Germans held their 
arms high in surrender. These were the same Germans who had conquered all of Europe. Their 
German fighting days were over. 


Divine intervention and Pay Back time. 


Good had triumphed over Evil. 


NEVER AGAIN ! NIE WIEDER | 


page 11 


The scene is set for the next move of the Brigade. Some of you may have heard the term 
“yiddersher kop” meaning brains......... The men of The Jewish Brigade whilst working for the British 
Army with Commander Cheese Sandler at the helm in his capacity as The Royal Majesty’s British 
representative, there existed a band of men with covert designs on identifying and capturing the 
Nazi leaders now lying low and in hiding in Europe and in countries like the Argentine, Brazil and 
South America. 


Rumours were abound that some Nazi’s had travelled to the former German colony of SOUTH WEST 
AFRICA. 


This is the tale of how a group of men inside the Jewish Brigade took it upon themselves to seek out 
and identify the Nazi’s who had fled the German war arena. 


The famed Hagganah in Palestine had contributed to directing selected Jewish individuals to fulfil 
this task. The Germans who had committed war crimes were targeted for identification and death. 
The entire world had heard about the DEATH CAMPS — The adage “ do the crime and pay the fine “ 
was put into immediate action following the first successful campaign. 


It must be pointed out that after their first battle victory, the Jewish soldiers did not celebrate their 
win over the battle-hardened and wearied Germans. There was elation but no reason to celebrate 
the defeat of another: Jews in fact do not celebrate the demise of another person. What they did 
do as a thankful group of adult men in their late teens or early twenties was to pray together 
thanking the Lord G-d for their success in battle. Our daily prayer book states that He burdens us 
with blessings. Those with faith get close to the Lord. He strengthens our resolve. 


The phone rang. Commander Cheese Sandler was summoned to the office to take the call. 
“Shalom (Hello)” he said in his thick Egyptian and upper English accent. 

Dov Sandler speaking. 

The reply on the other end of the line was curt. 


“ Shalom Chaveh (friend) — Ben Gurion here. The next move is going to be soon. You have the 
names. We want you to know that you are all in our thoughts and may you go forward with 
Hashem’s continued blessings. “ 


Ben Gurion continued. “ There are other political strategies on the go as | speak which with your 
continued success in the field, we are turning the pages of history....creating this for the generations 
to follow. | want you to inform your selected group of this conversation. Each and every man is 
uniquely important to the outcome of this war effort. We seek justice and MUST inevitably obtain 
the retribution. You understand me Dov ? “ 


“Ken (yes) — very clear. It will be done. | give you my word”. 


* * * 
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In the years following that Ben Gurion conversation with Commander Cheese Sandler, the small 
Jewish Brigade had adopted a WAR PLAN with the following tasks: 


e identify Nazi War criminals who had scattered like mice to the different countries of Europe, 
seek each one of them out and bring them to justice. 
e find Jewish refugees of war who had suffered at the hands of the Nazis and help them 


e ensure those Jewish refugees reach Palestine. 


It followed that the Brigade would have to get their hands on clothing, guns, medical equipment and 
supplies, trucks, old plane parts and acquire or steal these items covertly. This was a logistic 
nightmare. It had to be done. By hook or by crook. 


Given the disorganised state of Europe at the time, stealing trucks and supplies was not as difficult 
as imagined. Europe was boiling. Europe was in turmoil - total chaos. This chaos benefitted the 
disciplined Jewish Brigade who had become a band of opportunists. 


THE INDEX 


e STAGE 2 - CHANUKAH and battles against enemies 


e STAGE 3 — SEEK AND YOU WILL FIND ( Nazis hunted down in Europe) 


e 4, NUREMBOURG TRIAL — (google and check spelling) 


OD arena eanieehecns 1946 - 1948 
1948 elation new state of Israel.......... Six countries were formed during this period 
T9463 siete heel hes Syria and Jordan 
TOA T Fibs bo awiteateeeesstees Pakistan and India 
194 Bi es evevteneseectersessenss Korea and ISRAEL 


e 6The Torah of Truth 


PPPPP PPP PP PP PPP PP PPP PPP PP PPP PPP PPP PPP PPP PP PP PPP PP PPP PPP PP PP PPP PP PPP PPP PP PPP PPP >> 
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Chapter 2 — Chanukah 


The miracle of Chanukah was not that The Jews defeated the mighty Greek army. We do not 
celebrate victories doing battle. We celebrate our thanks to DIVINE INTERVENTION : the oil used 
inside the Temple, sufficient only for one day — actually lasted for eight days. This was the miracle. 


“From Egypt You redeemed us, HASHEM, our G-d, and from the house of slavery XXXXXXX 
One hundred years after Alexander The Great had defeated THE JEWS, new Greek leader 


Antiochus !V prohibited the practice of the Jewish religion. He desecrated the Temple by requiring 
the sacrifice of pigs (a non-kosher animal) on the altar. 


More than a century later, a successor of Alexander, was in control of the region. He began to 
oppress the Jews severely, placing a Hellenistic priest in the Temple, massacring Jews, prohibiting, 
and desecrating Two groups opposed Antiochus: a basically nationalistic group led 

by Mattathias the Hasmonean and his son Judah Maccabee, and a religious traditionalist group 





known as the Chasidim, the forerunners of the Pharisees (no direct connection to the modern 
movement known as Chasidism). They joined forces in a revolt against both the assimilation of the 
Hellenistic Jews and oppression by the Seleucid Greek government. The Temple was then 
rededicated; this is the Chanukah miracle found in the Books of Maccabee 


It is appropriate to examine the Jewish obligation towards enemies of Israel: 


CHIEF RABBI RISKIN on the Talmudic interpretation of our obligation to kill those who seek our 
demise, explores the question whether we are obliged to DESTROY or CONVERT Amalek. 


e we are obliged to fight EVIL and not to remain silent. 
e we are told to obliterate the memory of Amalek. 
e our goal is to strive to make the enemy repent and accept Hashem’s morality. 


e our goal is the TRANSFORMATION OF EVIL. We are forbidden to make war against anybody 
unless we have made an offer of peace first. Our goal is not to kill 


° Bottom line is that should anybody wish to destroy us, we must destroy them. The 
qualification is that whilst we are defending ourselves, we are obliged to try to convert the enemy 
and get them to repent. At the point when the enemy has changed, we are then obliged to 
obliterate the memory of what he used to be. 


This explains the third of six obligatory daily morning remembrances informing us to forget the 
enemy after Hashem has intervened and after our win on the battlefield. 


(source page 177 of the Artscroll ) 
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| make mention that we Jews do not celebrate our victories on the battlefield. The story of 
Chanukah does not dwell on the fact that we defeated the mighty Greek army. 


The miracle of Chanukah as you know was the divine intervention allowing the oil in the temple to 
burn for eight days. 


